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Coordinated Review Effort regulatory changes, published July 17, 1991, establish
a time limit of 18 operating days in which to change a child's eligibility in the
counting system, once the school food authority has reached the final decision
to decrease the child's benefit level (218.7 (c)(1)(ii)(B}). The key to the
requirement in 210.7 is the term "final decision.,”™ While the regulation,
itself, does not define this term, we are defining it to mean the date the school
is no longer obligated to provide free or reduced price benefits to a ¢hild. In
practice, this date would be one of the following: (1) the date the 18 calendar-
day period following the notice of adverse action expires, or (2) the date the
hearing official upholds the reduction following the appeals process.

Please contact our office if you have any questions on this issue.

ANN C. HECTOR

"L Regional Director

Special Nutrition Programs
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